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Synopsis

American popular music reflects a rich cultural diversity. From Aaron Copland to Miles Davis to Elvis
Presley to Muddy Waters, the United States has produced some of the most influential and beloved
musicians and performers of the 20th century. The blues, jazz, and rock and roll - musical genres
loved around the world - were born here, and American composers, producers, singers, and
songwriters have crafted a unique heritage in other genres such as classical and folk. "American
Popular Music", a new eight-volume set, celebrates American music by presenting a wealth of
information on seven major musical branches. Each comprehensive book provides the perfect,
one-stop starting point for research in each musical field. Between 300 and 500 entries in each
volume cover key personalities, landmark performances and recordings, hit songs and experimental
compositions, important publications, musical instruments, styles of music, social and historical
issues, organizations and schools, record companies, and much more. Together, the volumes
comprise a panoramic depiction of American music and the influential threads that weave among
the different musical genres. Written by experts for students and enthusiasts, "American Popular
Music" is an essential resource for the study and appreciation of American music. A seven-member
editorial board of expert advisers includes top academics who are also performing musicians,
producers, and songwriters, including a Grammy nominee and an internationally recognized
composer. Each book includes 40 to 60 photographs, a glossary, a discography of recommended
listening, a chronology, and an index. The eighth volume, included for free with the purchase of the
complete seven-volume set, is a comprehensive index that allows readers to easily locate musical
terms, musicians, songs, and more throughout the entire set, "American Popular Music" is a
must-have resource not only for students researching music but also for those interested in social
movements, cultural history, geography, technology, the growth of broadcast and recorded media,

ethnography and anthropology, and many other topics.
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Customer Reviews

Part of the eight-volume set American Popular Music, this volume on classical music focuses on the
distinctively American branch of this originally European form. Beginning with Antonin Dvorak, the
Czech composer who encouraged American musicians to look to their own roots for rhythms and
melodies, the U.S. has developed a classical sense interdependent with but unique from its
European counterpart. Listed alphabetically, the approximately 400 entries are principally of four
types: short biographies of individuals (e.g., Copland, Aaron; Ma, Yo-Yo; Sills, Beverly); entries
profiling orchestras and performing groups (Cleveland Orchestra, Juilliard String Quartet); articles
on institutions such as concert halls (Carnegie Hall, Lincoln Center) and music schools (Juilliard
School, National Conservatory of Music); and significant compositions (Appalachian Spring,
Rhapsody in Blue). An attempt was made to treat only American entities, but some Europeans
make it in--Dvorak being a good example--by dint of their influence on American music and
musicians. Any significant musician who, though foreign born, emigrated to the U.S and took
citizenship is also included. Entries are easy to read, with cross-references noted in the body of the
entry in small capitals. Articles run from a third of a column to several pages. The weighting is
sound, with more prominent and influential musicians, schools, or pieces of music receiving longer
treatments. The front matter is particularly helpful for the novice researcher, as an "About This
Book" section outlines not only the criteria for inclusion but gives definitions of major music forms
(e.g., symphony, concerto, sonata) and types of performing groups (chamber orchestra, soloist,
opera company). The lengthy introduction is dry but informative, giving ample background on the
evolution of American classical music from the church music of the late seventeenth century to
modern times. The volume concludes with an index, bibliography, glossary, chronology, and
discography. Suitable for novices, this reference work is accessible to students from the high-school
level on up. Universities may prefer John Warthen Strubel’'s The History of American Classical
Music: MacDowell through Minimalism (Facts On File, 1995) for greater detail and analysis, and

most college libraries would probably benefit from purchasing the entire set of which this is a



volume, though the classical music title stands alone well. Ann WeltonCopyright A© American

Library Association. All rights reserved
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